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PRAYER

Reverend Dr. William J. Barber, II,
Greenleaf Christian Church, Goldsboro,
North Carolina, offered the following
prayer:

Merciful God, help us submit our-
selves to the truth of Your word, know-
ing that what we do only matters and
lasts if it is rooted in love for Your
glory.

Remind us that You are the God who
can melt clouds of sin and sadness
away. And You, O God, can bring down
rulers from temporal and finite
thrones. We are thankful that You are
also the same God who lifts the hum-
ble. Remind and strengthen us to do
the same with whatever power we have.

By Your spirit, don’t let us forget
that Your mercy for all those who fear
You is real. Remind us that to fear You
is to align our public deeds with Jesus,
the one who declares, ‘“The Spirit of
the Lord is upon me to preach good
news to the poor’’; the incarnate one
who said to feed the hungry, heal the
sick, care for the least of these, wel-
come the immigrant.

To fear You is to align with the
prophets who taught us to never rob
the poor of their rights, and to ensure
that workers get their just pay.

Help us to live out Your vision of
love, joy, and justice until we can truly
sing as though we believe that You, O
God, rule the world with truth and
grace, and You, O God, make the na-
tions prove the glories of Your right-
eousness, the glory of Your justice as
far as the curse is found.

Help us, O God, and hear our prayer,
O Lord.

Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the Cham-
ber her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal of the last day’s proceedings is
approved.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from California (Mr. TAKANO) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. TAKANO led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING REVEREND DR.
WILLIAM J. BARBER II

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from North Carolina
(Mr. BUTTERFIELD) is recognized for 1
minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speak-
er, the House is honored today to wel-
come a great theologian and humani-
tarian, my friend and constituent, the
distinguished William J. Barber, II.

I have known Bishop Barber since he
was a college student. A native of
Roper, North Carolina, Bishop Barber
has dedicated his life to preaching
God’s word of salvation and embracing
the least of these in civil society.

Bishop Barber’s trajectory to na-
tional prominence began when he orga-
nized a multiracial, multigenerational
social justice movement in Raleigh,
North Carolina, to expose the racial
and economic inequities facing our Na-
tion.

The Moral Monday protests cata-
pulted Bishop Barber to a place where
he is now a nationally recognized voice
for the poor. As the founder of Repair-
ers of the Breach, Bishop Barber leads
a movement that challenges systemic
racism, systemic poverty, ecological
devastation, and what he calls the dis-

torted narrative of religious nation-
alism. Bishop Barber seeks to build an
agenda rooted in love, justice, and mo-
rality.

Bishop Barber is the senior pastor of
the Greenleaf Christian Church in
Goldsboro, North Carolina. He and his
wife, Rebecca, have five very accom-
plished children who have distin-
guished themselves in their respective
fields.

We are honored today, Madam Speak-
er, to have Bishop Barber with us today
to pray over this sacred institution
that we call the House of Representa-
tives.

————
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five further requests for
1-minute speeches on each side of the
aisle.

———
PACT ACT

(Mr. TAKANO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, ear-
lier this year, President Biden called
on Congress to comprehensively ad-
dress the effects of toxic exposure in
our veterans.

My bipartisan Honoring our PACT
Act is the largest expansion of VA ben-
efits in a generation.

Now that it is the law, the United
States is finally recognizing toxic ex-
posure as a cost of war.

Earlier this year, VA announced that
it will immediately begin processing
PACT Act benefits claims for eligible
terminally ill veterans.

These developments would not have
been possible without the work be-
tween Congress, House Democrats, and
the Biden-Harris administration, and
for our commitment to follow through
on our promise to deliver healthcare
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